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RELATING
STS’ ILLINOIS LEARNING STANDARDS BATTERY (ILSB) PERFORMANCE

TO
ILLINOIS ISAT PERFORMANCE

In the fall of the 2000-2001 school year, a select group of Illinois School Districts provided STS with their results from the spring 2000
Illinois ISAT assessments. That select group also administered STS’ ILSB in the spring of 2000. A total of thirty-five districts from fif-
teen different counties were involved.

Of those districts, students’ results were matched by name between the ILSB and ISAT assessments for the grades and subtests that
could be compared. This resulted in 22,964 pairs of matched scores.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STS’ ILSB AND ILLINOIS’ ISAT

Table 1 below shows the summarized concurrent correlations:

TABLE 1
CONCURRENT VALIDITY COEFFICIENTS

COMPARISON OF ASSESSMENT NORMS PROVIDED FOR EACH
The Illinois ISAT assessment program utilizes a Standard Score (SS), with a scale ranging from 120 to 200. STS’ ILSB provides a num-
ber of normative scores, with the estimated national percentile rank (NP) provided for all subjects at all grade levels.

With normative results available from both assessment programs for all grades and subjects reported in the preceding section, it was pos-
sible to “equate” the two systems of norms through the use of the traditional “equi-percentile” equating procedure.

Table 2 (see p. 3) gives the results involving the State ISAT assessment areas of Reading and Mathematics at grades 3, 5, and 8 and the
State ISAT assessment areas of Science and Social Sciences at grades 4 and 7.

From Table 2, it can be seen that an ILSB 52nd percentile level of performance in Language represents the same level of performance as
an ISAT Reading Standard Score of 162 at grade 3, one of 158 at grade 5, and one of approximately 158 at grade 8. Similarly, an ILSB
51st percentile level of performance in Mathematics represents the same level of performance as an ISAT Mathematics SS of 161 at grade
3, one of 158 at grade 5, and one of 159 at grade 8. Other scores can be read in a similar manner.

It can also be seen from Table 2 that an ILSB 50th percentile level of performance in Science represents the same level of performance as
an ISAT Science SS of 160 at grade 4 and 158 at grade 7. Similarly, an ILSB 52nd percentile level of performance in Social Studies rep-
resents the same level of performance as an ISAT Social Science SS of 161 at grade 4 and approximately 158 at grade 7. Other scores in
this table can be read in a similar manner.

USING RESULTS TO COMPARE ‘CUT-SCORES’
School districts in Illinois set their “cut-scores” for local assessments independently. In fact, the state recommends using local factors in
determining such cut-scores. As a result, one would not expect classifications of students into “meets” or other “performance levels” to be
consistent from local to statewide programs. Nevertheless, it might prove worthwhile to make such comparisons when possible.

The results given on page 3 can be used to determine STS’ cut-scores comparable to those used by the state program. Since the state
requires a minimum SS of 162 to “meet the standard” for grade 8 Math, the comparable STS percentile of 59 would be required for the
same assessment. Since the state also gives the percentages of individuals within any given performance level, it is possible to use the
equivalence tables to determine the percent for the local assessment within the same performance levels.

*Values in the .80’s are approaching the levels obtained from many studies involving alternate forms of the same tests.

Correlations between Grade Combined
Study

ILSB Language vs.
ISAT Reading

ILSB Reading vs.
ISAT Reading

ILSB Mathematics vs.
ISAT Mathematics

ILSB Science vs.
ISAT Science

ILSB Social Studies vs.
ISAT Sciences

3 0.75

5 0.78

8 0.77

3 0.68
5 0.74
8 0.75

3 0.76

5 0.83
8 0.84

4 0.79

7 0.79

4 0.77

7 0.81
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TABLE 2
STS NATIONAL PERCENTILES VS ISAT SCALED SCORES



CAT# IGB0203G


